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Fieldwork in Special Education:
Navigating Challenges and Struggles within a Diverse Landscape

Abstract

This article focuses on the narrative writing technique of field stories, aiming to provide
readers unfamiliar with the special education field with a deep understanding of the real
scenarios and numerous challenges present in special education settings. The author conducts a
field investigation at a primary school, analyzing the current situation of students in centralized
special education classes and decentralized resource classes, the teaching strategies employed by
special education teachers, and the challenges of teamwork.

Regarding the students' abilities, both special education classes and resource classes deal
with students of varying disabilities and severity. Therefore, special education teachers need to
devise diverse teaching strategies and goals, including positive guidance and reward systems,
emphasizing the reinforcement of students' sense of achievement to enhance learning
effectiveness and stimulate their learning motivation. On the other hand, teamwork plays a
crucial role in the field of special education, as special education teachers need to coordinate with
parents, therapists, regular class teachers, and others, potentially facing challenges related to
differing ideologies and interpersonal relationships. Additionally, issues such as uneven
distribution of resources, inadequate support systems, and variations in the quality of substitute
teachers contribute to an increased workload and stress for special education teachers.

Finally, the author emphasizes the importance of societal inclusion awareness and respect
for differences, believing that every member of society should collaborate to create a friendly and
harmonious learning environment. Breaking down preconceptions about what is considered
typical or atypical is essential for achieving meaningful education. This is not only a call for
special education but also underscores the urgent need to construct a society that is more

inclusive and understanding.

Key words: Special education, Inclusive education, Teamwork, Support system
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As a current teaching assistant, | will discuss the current situation
and offer suggestions regarding the recruitment and utilization of
teaching assistants in semi-public kindergartens.

Abstract

This study aimed to explore the effectiveness of employing a gamified instructional
approach to assist a lower-grade elementary school student with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD) in Taichung City, Taiwan, in improving proficiency in Mandarin phonetic
symbols. The research adopted a single-subject A-B-M design, with the intervention of the
gamified instructional approach as the independent variable and the enhancement of the student's
proficiency in phonetic recognition as the dependent variable. The results demonstrated a
significant improvement in the phonetic proficiency of the student with ADHD through the
implementation of the gamified instructional approach. Notably, even after the withdrawal of the
intervention, the learning effects were observed to be retained. Based on the teaching process,
three research recommendations were proposed: (1) Design instructional approaches with simple
game rules and high interactivity, (2) Collaborate on curriculum planning with the teacher team,
and (3) Emphasize the power of peer influence through small group collaborative learning

approaches.
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Research on international students’ leaning satisfaction with the use
of translate APPS

Abstract

This study aims to comprehensively explore international students' satisfaction with
language translation software applications. The study focuses on four main variables,
including gender, academic institution, usage habits of the software, and international
cultural background. The research employs a quantitative approach, using a questionnaire
survey method to collect data from a diverse group of international students, assessing
their perceptions and feedback regarding learning translation software. Through the use of
statistical methods, the research attempts to understand to what extent these variables
influence students' satisfaction with translation software. The objective is to identify key
variables and reveal their specific impacts on student satisfaction. Each variable can
provide unique insights into student behavior and preferences, allowing us to better
understand their needs and expectations.

This research will contribute to a deeper understanding of international students’
behavior in using learning translation software and provide empirical data to guide future
translation software development. | hope that through such research, we can promote
further development in both academia and industry in this field and assist in creating a
more convenient and comfortable learning environment for international students in this

multicultural and multilingual world.

Keywords: supplementary tool, translation software apps, language learning, international

students
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The application of board games in social skills courses of elementary
school resource rooms: Analysis based on
the Curriculum Guidelines of 12-Year Basic Education in the field of
special needs

Abstract

This study is based on the Curriculum Guidelines of 12-Year Basic Education in the field
of special needs, and analyzes the application of board games in the social skills courses of
elementary school resource rooms. The research method adopts the Document Analysis Method
and selects relevant researches in the past ten years. Focusing on the research in terms of content
and effectiveness, the conclusion is that different board games can correspond to the social skills
learning performance in the Curriculum Guidelines for Students with Special Need. This study
analyzed a total of 39 board games, of which 29, 36, and 24 board games can respectively and
each correspond to the individual, interpersonal, and environmental dimensions, and each
corresponds to the specific performance of each dimension to facilitate teachers' curriculum

plannings and board game selections in teaching practice.

Keywords: special needs, social skills, learning performance, board game
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Research on Thai students’ intention to stay and work in Taiwan

Abstract

This research aims to investigate the attitudes of Thai students studying in Taiwan
regarding their intention to stay or return to Thailand after graduation, specifically
exploring the factors influencing their decision-making. Information was gathered through
structured interviews with a sample group of 19 Thai students currently studying in
Taiwan, aged between 20 and 39 years old. The interview data were collected from
November to December 2023.

This study uses a qualitative research method and uses semi-structured interviews
with 19 Thai students studying in Taiwan as a data collection tool, which has reference
value.

This qualitative research utilized structured interviews as the tool for data
collection. The results of the study revealed the following:

1. 11 Thai students expressed the intention to stay and work in Taiwan after completing
their studies, with the primary motivation being the desire to start "their career in a
country with public security”

2. 8 Thai students expressed the intention to return to Thailand after graduation, with
reasons including the desire to work or start a business in Thailand.

The research results show that social factors and personal factors are the most important
factors affecting their decision-making, while economic factors and environmental factors
have a relatively small impact on them.economy or the demand for business labor in the

Taiwanese job market.

Keywords: Thai students, staying and working in Taiwan, intention, research
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Using the Unified Theory of Acceptance and Use of Technology
(UTAUT) to Investigate Preschool Special Education Teachers’
Current Status of Picture Exchange Communication System:
An Example of New Taipei City

Abstract

The research method adopted qualitative research, applying the Unified Theory of
Acceptance and Use of Technology as a framework to compile interview questions, and we
conducted the semi-structured in-depth interviews with three preschool special education
teachers teach at New Taipei City to understand the existing circumstances of using
Picture Exchange Communication System, and the factors that influence the usage
intentions.

The research results presented that preschool special education teachers had not
taken courses about the Picture Exchange Communication System in the pre-employment
stage, so they learned through self-study and the interchange of speech therapists in the
teaching field. In terms of performance expectations, the teacher believed that through the
matching of reinforcers, students' learning motivation could be improved, and then a new
communication route could be developed to replace the occurrence of problem behaviors.
In terms of effort expectations, the teacher believed that since he had not participated in
relevant courses, it was difficult for him to know how to use the communication system,
and it took a lot of time and effort to prepare picture cards in advance. In terms of social
influence, schools had a neutral attitude towards teachers’ use of communication systems,
while students’ parents had both positive and negative attitudes. Colleagues had different
attitudes based on their familiarity with the Picture Exchange Communication System. In
terms of contributing factors, all schools did not provide other additional equipment,
except for one teacher whose school provided picture cards. The training courses offered
by the Ministry of Education every year did not provide individualized assistance for the
Picture Exchange Communication System. In terms of current usage, teachers will
continue to use the picture exchange communication system due to past teaching

experience.

Keywords: unified theory of acceptance and use of technology, preschool special

education teacher, picture exchange communication system
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The Impact of an Easy-to-Read Handbook for Parents on the School
Readiness Skills of Children with Developmental Delay at
Kindergarten Entering Primary School

Abstract

This study employed a single-subject design (withdrawal design) to investigate the

understanding and usability of the "Easy-to-Read Handbook for Parents on Primary School
Enrollment” (hereafter referred to as the "Handbook™) among children with developmental delays
in kindergarten integrated classes. It included assessing the comprehension of content and overall
satisfaction, including understanding of the textual and graphic content. The participants were
children with documented developmental delays in kindergarten. Teaching experiments were
conducted once a week for 20 minutes per session. The assessment covered six aspects from the
Handbook: introducing differences between primary school and kindergarten, highlighting areas
where children need to be cautious, practicing cleaning skills, preparing school supplies,
understanding class rules, and fostering good habits. Research findings indicate that (1) the
content of the "Easy-to-Read Handbook for Primary School Admission Parents" has an
immediate effect on preparing senior kindergarten children for primary school. It confirms that
this easy-to-read service provides a certain degree of assistance to children with developmental
delays in inclusive classrooms. Therefore, it is anticipated that the practicality of the "Easy-to-
Read Handbook for Primary School Admission Parents" can be extended to preschool inclusive
classrooms and special education classes. Additionally, the satisfaction level of senior
kindergarten children with developmental delays regarding the readability of the handbook was

assessed.

Keywords: Easy Read, School Readiness, Developmental Delayed
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A Preliminary Exploration of therapy dogs Interventions on the
Social Skills Performance of Elementary School Students with
Intellectual Disabilities

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of therapy dogs in enhancing the social
skills of elementary school students with intellectual disabilities. Employing a single-subject
multiple-probe design, visual analysis of data was utilized to describe the immediate effects on
the subjects. Three elementary school students with intellectual disabilities were targeted for the
behavior of “taking turns and staying focused" in social skills, with a total of eight assessments
conducted. Through the intervention of therapy dogs in teaching content, students engaged in
practical exercises, acquiring the target behavior of "taking turns and staying focused™" through
the interactive process. The results of this study indicate that the intervention of therapy dogs has
an immediate effect on the social skill of "taking turns and staying focused" in elementary school

students with intellectual disabilities.

Keywords: Therapy Dogs, Students with Intellectual Disabilities, Social Skills
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As a current teaching assistant, | will discuss the current situation
and offer suggestions regarding the recruitment and utilization of
teaching assistants in semi-public kindergartens.

Abstract

This study employed a case study approach, examining the actual operations of recruiting
teaching assistants in the quasi-public kindergartens in Taichung City from the perspective of
current teaching assistants. It investigated aspects such as the timing of recruitment, allocation of
hours, actual job responsibilities, educational training, and conditions of appointment. The study
aimed to explore the working conditions of special education assistants and provide personal
recommendations to the supervisory authority regarding the recruitment and utilization of

personnel.

Keywords: Special Education Assistants, Educational Training, Recruitment System
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